Source of material
Trying to synthesize a precursor for new photoswitchable azobenzenedenrimeres [1] unexpectedly toluene-4-sulfonic acid 4-(4'-cyano-phenylazo)phenyl ester was obtained. This compound was prepared in three steps from 4-aminobenzonitrile by diazotization with nitrous acid followed by coupling with aniline [2] . Subsequent treatment with tosyl chloride did not result in the expected N-tosylated product but in the ester. This outcome is supposedly due to an additional diazotization of the anilines aminonitrogen and a succeeding hydrolysis of the emerged diazonium compound. The ester was recrystallized from chloroform. 
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